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The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is responsible 
for conducting assessments of mineral resources on public 
land in Alaska.  The mineral assessment program is 
authorized by Section 1010 of the Alaska National Interest 
Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA), with funding 
allocated annually.  The primary thrust of BLM’s mineral 
assessment program is to conduct studies of regional 
mining districts as defined by Ransome & Kerns (1954).  
The objectives of mining district studies are to determine 
the type, amount, and distribution of mineral deposits, and 
make resource estimates and development potential 
determinations when applicable.  These studies consist of 
locating, sampling, surveying, and mapping historic 
mines, prospects, and occurrences, as well as following up 
on newly discovered mineralization.  Each district 
assessment takes approximately three to five years, with 
two teams conducting concurrent assessments.  Interim 
data file reports are published annually during the 
assessment.  Upon completion, a final assessment report is 
published that contains:

•  historical information on individual deposits and                           	
    prospects
•  maps showing geology, existing workings, and sample
    locations at important sites
•  analytical results of sampling
•  estimates of mineral resources for significant deposits
•  an extensive bibliography of references on each
    property
•  an overall estimate of the importance of particular       
    deposit
•  results of geophysical and geochemical studies

Some assessments have included the investigation of 
industrial minerals and coal resources.  Separate reports 
on the assessment of industrial minerals and coal are 
released when warranted.  In addition, economic 
feasibility study reports are released in conjunction with 
the mineral assessments.  Other reports cover numerous 
mineral properties across Alaska and can be found in 
“Bureau of Mines Publications on Alaska:  A 
Bibliography.”  Copies of the bibliography, many of the 
other reports, and the BLM assessment reports are 
available through the Juneau-John Rishel Mineral 
Information Center.  Electronic versions of all the reports 
are also available.
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